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 AAN APPLAUDS NOMINATION OF DR. FRANCIS COLLINS FOR NIH 

DIRECTOR 
 

Washington, DC—The American Academy of Nursing (AAN) applauds President 
Obama’s nomination of Francis S. Collins, MD, MPH, for Director of the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH).   
 
AAN President Pamela Mitchell, PhD, RN, FAHA, FAAN, stated “Dr. Collins is an 
eminent scientist and well known to the wider research community for both his science 
and his leadership at the NIH.  This is a time of unprecedented challenge and opportunity 
for the National Institutes of Health and we in the American Academy of Nursing look 
forward to his leadership in research that makes a difference in human health.”  
 
“I was pleased that President Obama nominated Dr. Francis Collins, a long time 
colleague, to be the next Director of the NIH. It was a privilege to work with Dr. Collins 
during his previous tenure at NIH, and to witness his outstanding leadership in directing 
the Human Genome Project and NHGRI. Francis is a renowned scientist and a leader in 
the field of genetics and personalized medicine,” said Dr. Patricia A. Grady, Director of 
the National Institute of Nursing Research.  “Should he be confirmed by the Senate, 
NINR looks forward to once again working closely with Dr. Collins to improve the 
health of the American people. I know that Francis’s strong commitment to enhancing 
healthcare and advancing scientific research will further advance NIH’s role in improving 
the lives of all Americans.” 
 

### 

The American Academy of Nursing (www.aannet.org) anticipates and tracks national and international trends in health 
care, while addressing resulting issues of health care knowledge and policy.  The Academy’s mission is to serve the 
public and nursing profession by advancing health policy and practice through the generation, synthesis, and 
dissemination of nursing knowledge.   
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